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2.2.10 Terrain Features | i A
Kehancha Municipality is characterized by undulating terrain in most arees.

the town’s topography is underlain by ‘relatively acid’ parent rock and Granite covering
most parts of the town. Undifferentiated rocks (Petroplinthlite) consist of the gold belt that
traverses the town from the east determine the drainage of the Town. The highest part of the
town is between Kubinto and Masangora the lowest areas of the town is around Kendege
Technical Training Institute and areas of Kiamakobe. There is also a depression in

Gokeharaka Ward around where spring water drains from towards the Kenya Tanzania

boarder.
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Map 5: Digital Elevation Model Map

Source: Physical Planning Office, 2023

Apart from some wetlands and rough terrain areas degraded by mining activities, other areas
are suitable for other forms of development since the land is stable and not disaster prone.
However, the flatness of the land, reduction of vegetation cover and poor drainage has

contributed to flooding in the town during the rainy periods. See Map 4.2
2.2.11 Urban Development Trends
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Figure 1: Tenure Systems in Kehancha Town
Source: Field Survey, January 2023.

The study also found out that majority of the respondents own land sizes ranging from less
than 0.125 acres to 3 acres and only 9% own land more than 3 acres. It was revealed that 82%
of these lands are developed while 17% is lying fallow (not developed). Majority of these
developments are semi- permanent and permanent because of the predominant freehold
tenure system. Temporary and semi-permanent developments account for 30% especially in
the informal areas and those who have maintained traditional residential houses which are
built with mud smeared walls and floors and grass-thatched roofs.

With a bigger rural area and under freehold, development approval by the county
government is still low. This is the major cause for the spread of informal settlements in the

town. The county government is also not able to sufficiently levy property tax in these areas.
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The distribution of residential and commercial land uses in Kehancha have adopted the
ribbon development pattern along the main €13 or Migori - Kehancha road and major roads
~ within the town like Kehancha- Ikerege -Ischania road, Kehancha-Taranganya - Isebania road



















3.3.3 Current Transport Situation in Kehancha
3.3.3.1 Travel demand

Much of local traffic originates from and ends in the various residential clusters within the
town and in the immediate hinterland. Much of the local traffic consist of matatus,
motorcycles, bicycles (boda boda) transporting passengers from the outlying residential
estates to Kehancha Town, Isebania town and Lorgorian Town. The rapid population growth
nmmwnhumuaooﬂupondingly rapid growth in travel demand,
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1) The only transnor
Y transport System available in the town is road-based. However, almost all

] In a }
the roads for . .
m”“‘“}-’ the urban road net work are not classified and developed to proper

OWth engineering standards that can annr : : res | to the growing travel

fOad demand. The s 1 ,‘ Wiy ’,‘m“(m”'mily e e L 2 & :

- ¥, Supply of transport services is dominated by motor cycles and bicycles,

¥ which may not be sustainable in the future

jary 2) The roads within the town are in poor condition, leaving only the C13 road from

3 as Migori to Narok via Kilgoris, Kehancha — Ikerege - Isebania and Kehancha —

ion Taranganya- Isebania as the main primary roads serving the town. Due to the traffic
mix along these roads, there are problems of congestion, traffic safety, and
disorganized non-motorized traffic (NMT) movements.

3) Transport and land use planning and development have not been synchronized.
Without intervention, this will ultimately result into the undesired urban sprawl,
increasing motorized travel demand and making the provision of public transport
ineffective because of scattered development.

4) There is lack of professional approach to urban transport in the town as the problems
are just emerging and have not reached levels where they are apparent. Institutional
arrangements and human resource capacity should be put in place now to start

S addressing the issues before they become critical.

5) The operation of the border towns of Isebania and Ntimaru has a great impact on the
current and future transport situation in Kehancha in terms of the need for parking for
transit vehicles, storage of transit goods, security of the transit passengers and freight,
and the integration of transit and local traffic within the town.

Kehancha town has a number of opportunities that it can exploit to mitigate the challenges it
is facing. Some of these are:

1) Kehancha is a gateway and a dormitory town and has the potential of attracting
substantial cross-border trade, especially in the hospitality industry if it can provide
safety and convenience of international travelers. Its location at about 156 km from
Kisumu International Airport can further make it exploit that potential.

2) The town can develop to the preferred border crossing to Tanzania due to its

proximity to main Kisii — Isebania trunk road and major growth poles in Kenya’s

western region including Isebania, Migori, Kisumu, Siaya and Bungoma.

3) The town has important institutions such as KMTC — Kehancha, Kendege Technical

Training Institute and can attract many more with better town planning.
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Figure 4: Access to Water
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A municipality that Promotes Sustainable

t 0pp0rtunltles
County through Diversification and Expansion
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This vision statement has been derived from vario
ctiv
government policy documents and institutional obje 1
development in the country that are currently being imp

ves dealing with economic and investm e,

emented.

e Mo i t by alleviatin
. Tf,) create a conducive economic and investment environment DYy g

major constraints.
* To enhance Regional Competitiveness of Kehancha as an economic and
investment hub.

Objectives of Kehancha Economic Investment Strategy |
As a result of the consultation process with business and industry representatives, key economg
and investment sectors have been identified, each with strategies and actions that aim to achiey,
the Kehancha Economic Investment Strategy. It is expected that the town’s major focus will be

on these identified sectors over the next twenty (20) years

The objectives of the Kehancha Economic Investment Strategy are to:

% Create an environment that is attractive and conducwe to business and
industry development












































































A vibrant, competitive and
Sustainable Municipality




