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Introduction:

In line with Article 1(1) of the Constitution of Kenya, which states that sovereign power
belongs to the people of Kenya and can only be exercised in accordance with the
Constitution, and Article 1(3), which provides that this power can be exercised at both
the national and subnational levels, the public is guaranteed the right to participate in
governance. Section 22 of the Constitution further empowers residents of municipalities
to deliberate on key issues such as services, policies, county legislation, and annual
budget estimates.

The Citizen Forum in Awendo Municipality provided a platform for public engagement
regarding the municipality’s development priorities, review of the Integrated
Development Plan (IDeP), and deliberations on key development projects for FY
2023/2024. The following agenda items were discussed during the forum:

Agenda:

1. Introduction of Board Members

2. Review of the Awendo Municipality Integrated Development Plan (IDeP)
3. Presentation of the FY 2023/2024 Budget and Development Proposals

1. Introduction of the Board Members:

The forum began with the Municipal Manager introducing the board members to the
public. This formal introduction aimed to promote transparency and allow the public to
familiarize themselves with the individuals responsible for decisions affecting the
management of the municipality.

2. Review of the Awendo Municipality Integrated Development Plan (IDeP):

The Municipal Manager then led the discussion on the review of the Awendo Municipality
Integrated Development Plan (IDeP), which outlines the long-term vision for the town’s
physical, social, and economic development. He presented the contents of the IDeP to
the public after which the public were asked to give their views and provide their input
on areas that require revision or new programmes in the IDeP.

The public discussed the key elements of the plan, highlighting both strengths and areas
for improvement as follows:

1. The IDeP should provide for provision of Environmental Management and Social
safeguards issues specifically matters focusing development projects to be

implemented so that the negative social and environmental impacts can be abated
and or minimized,



2. The IDeP needs to focus more on job creation and economic opportunities.
Currently, the plan is heavily focused on infrastructure development, but there
should be a stronger emphasis on attracting investment, supporting small
businesses, and creating employment opportunities and inclusion of the private
sector and institutions in boosting the economy of the Municipality. The
Municipality administration was asked to ensure that strategies that attract and
retain investors such as cultivating a conducive business environment is created
to further enhance the economic growth and development in the Municipality.

3. Inclusion of programmes and strategies that enhance environmental conservation
and prevent the environmental degradation.

3. Presentation of the FY 2023/2024 Budget:

Following the IDeP review, the Municipal Manager presented the proposed FY 2023/2024
budget, which allocated Kshs 10,500,000 for development expenditure. The Chairperson
then asked the citizens to give development proposals for the year and the following
projects were proposed:

Openning and Gravelling of access roads within the Municipality
Renovation of Awendo Modern market

Purchase of waste truck

Purchase of fire engine

o 0P

The meeting deliberated on the identified projects and agreed to take a consensus on
one project that could be financed to completion with the available development budget.
After in depth deliberations, it was unanimously agreed that rehabilitating the modern
market is a top priority for this fiscal year and that the rest of the proposed projects be
included in the next financial year’s budget as they are also critical to the municipality’s
development and well-being of members of the public.

Closing remarks

The Board Chairperson thanked the members of the public for their positive response to
the call by the municipal board to take part in decisions that affect their lives. She further
assured them of continued engagement in the future as that is their democratic right and
to give regular updates and reports on the municipal projects and gave the assurance
that the prioritized project will be implemented without fail.

Report Prepared by:
Hon. Florence Abich Oile

Chairperson
Awendo Municipal Board

Plan. Mandela Nelson Akong’o
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Municipal Manager/Board Secretary

Annex

Annex I: Participants Pictures

Annex II: Attendance List
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